Auditing And Assurance Services


(5) (b) 
Program change controls are usually general controls, i.e. the same procedures may be instituted throughout the data processing installation. Programme change controls over specific applications may also be regarded as specific application controls if there are different procedures. Similarly, a control over the use of passwords could be a general control if one security access control system was used or an application control if the password controls were part of the application programmes.

(5) (c)
Elements of an assurance engagement:

· A three party relationship involving a professional accountant; a responsible party and an intended user.

· A subject matter such as data, systems and processes or behaviour

· Criteria: These are standards or yardsticks to evaluate the subject matter.

· The engagement process which involves proper planning, consideration of materiality and engagement risk, and obtaining of sufficient appropriate evidence.

· Conclusion: A conclusion provides a level of assurance about the subject matter depending on the nature of procedures, sufficiency of evidence and measurability of the subject matter.
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